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 Internet distribution of research creates new potential 
to increase research impact

 Copyright law controls distribution rights.

 The law gives copyrights to researchers

 Under the traditional subscription model, researchers 
transfer publishing rights to publishers.
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• The Open Access movement seeks to realign the 
free speech values that underlie academic freedom 
and the pursuit of knowledge . . .

• With the economics of Internet publication

Open Access
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• The term “open” has two aspects

• Terms of Access = Free on the Internet

• Terms of Use =

• Free-to-Reuse in any manner as long 
as attribution is given to the source.

• In some case reuse is limited to non-
commercial use.
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Five Audiences that Open Access serves

• Serendipitous readers

• Under-resourced readers

• Interdisciplinary readers

• International readers

• Machine readers
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Making research freely available over the 
Internet has seen two lines of development.

Public policy requiring delayed access to 
publicly-publicly funded research

Open access publishing
• New business model – research grants or 

institutions fund publishing costs upfront
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The OSTP Directive
Agency Public Access Plan

• “The Office of Science and Technology Policy 
(OSTP) hereby directs each Federal agency with 
over $100 million in annual conduct of research 
and development expenditures to develop a plan 
to support increased public access to the results of 
research funded by the Federal Government.” 



3. Objectives for Public Access to Scientific 
Publications

. . . “Further, each agency plan shall:
a) Ensure that the public can read, download, and 

analyze in digital form final peer reviewed 
manuscripts or final published documents within a 
time frame that is appropriate for each type of 
research conducted or sponsored by the agency.

. . . 
b) Facilitate easy public search, analysis of, and 

access to peer-reviewed scholarly publications 
directly arising from research funded by the 
Federal Government” 
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Policy change is only one source of 
dynamism in scholarly publishing
Changes in the marketplace as well.
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Two changes in the marketplace

• New financing model for journals leads 
to immediate open access with broad 
reuse rights granted to the public

• Relation between pre-publication peer 
review and time-to-publication being 
reconsidered.
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In the open access publishing model, copyright 
generally is licensed to the public by the author 
under a Creative Commons license. 
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Step 1: Choose Conditions
Attribution

ShareAlike

NonCommercial

NoDerivatives



Step 2: Receive a License



CC0 public 
domain dedication

Public Domain 
Mark



most free

least free



3 layers



“human readable” deed



“lawyer readable” license



“lawyer readable” license

Thank you
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