PPH Adjusted Docketing FAQs

Q. Will there be any changes to how I participate in the PPH program at the USPTO?
A. No, there are no changes to how you currently participate in the PPH program.

Q. Will there be any changes to the typical processing time for a PPH request?
A. There will be no changes in the processing time of the PPH petition. Information on processing time can be found on the Petitions Timeline. 

Q. How does the adjusted docketing impact the special status of PPH applications?
A. PPH applications will be docketed to the examiner as Special once it reaches approximately half of the age of other recently docketed applications from the same technology.

Q. Why is USPTO implementing delayed docketing for PPH applications? 
A. The first action pendency for PPH applications is currently disproportionate to that of non-PPH applications. By adjusting the docketing of PPH applications, we are providing greater fairness for applications already pending at the USPTO, while still allowing stakeholders to continue to take advantage of PPH’s expedited examination. 

Q. What is the first action pendency for PPH applications compared to non-PPH applications?
A. As of August 31, 2025, the average PPH first action pendency was approximately 7 months, compared to 23 months for regular, non-PPH applications.

Q. Do you provide first action pendency information by technology?
A. Yes, you can find overall first action pendency on our dashboards. At the bottom of the dashboards page, we provide a link to a spreadsheet that provides additional detailed information by technology center, including first action pendency rates.  
