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What is the Patent Trial and Appeal Board?

PATENTS
examine patent applications

and grant patents

PTAB
ex parte appeals,
AIA* proceedings

TRADEMARKS

examine and
register trademarks

TTAB**
ex parte appeals, inter 

partes proceedings

**Trademark Trial and Appeal Board (TTAB)* America Invents Act (AIA)



AIA proceeding timeline
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Guidance and templates



Consolidated Trial Practice Guide
www.uspto.gov/TrialPracticeGuideConsolidated

• Guidance on all procedure of AIA 
proceedings at the Board

• Covers everything from the Petition 
to the Final Written Decision

• Board also has formal rules at
37 C.F.R., Part 42
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http://www.uspto.gov/TrialPracticeGuideConsolidated


Where to find the Consolidated Trial Practice Guide
www.uspto.gov/TrialPracticeGuideConsolidated
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http://www.uspto.gov/TrialPracticeGuideConsolidated


Parts of the guide for petitioners

Part II. B. Petition
– Requirements for petition

Part II. D. Institution of Trial
– Matters board considers when deciding to institute

Part II. I. Reply to Patent Owner Response
– Requirements for reply
– Generally can’t submit new evidence that should have been in the 

petition
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Parts of the guide for patent owners

Part II. C. Patent Owner Preliminary Response
– After petition is filed but before decision on institution

Part II. F. Patent Owner Response
– After institution
– Must include all arguments against the petition including those 

made in the preliminary response

Part II. G. Motion to Amend Patent Claims
– After institution
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Parts of the guide for both parties

Part I. F. Discovery
– Routine discovery
– Initial disclosures
– Testimony
– Cross-examination
– Expert testimony

Part II. K. Evidentiary Motions
– Motions to exclude evidence
– Must object during a deposition or within 5 business days of service 

of the evidence.
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Oral Hearing Guide
www.uspto.gov/sites/default/files/documents/PTAB-Hearing-Guide.pdf

• Contains AIA trial, ex parte appeal, 
and reexamination hearing 
information for parties and the 
public

• Parties to an AIA trial proceeding 
must request oral hearing if desired
– Patent owner gets the last say
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http://www.uspto.gov/sites/default/files/documents/PTAB-Hearing-Guide.pdf


Where to find the Oral Hearing Guide
www.uspto.gov/sites/default/files/documents/PTAB-Hearing-Guide.pdf
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http://www.uspto.gov/sites/default/files/documents/PTAB-Hearing-Guide.pdf


Questions?



Hearings



Hearing facilities

Southwest region
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PTAB hearing rooms: Alexandria
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PTAB hearing rooms: regional offices

San Jose, California Denver, Colorado
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PTAB hearing rooms: regional offices

Detroit, Michigan Dallas, Texas
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PTAB hearing rooms: Capabilities

• Monitors outside of each hearing 
room to identify case information

• Digital timer
• Multiple displays throughout the 

hearing room for demonstratives
• Document camera (ELMO)

• Annotation touch screen at the 
podium
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In-person hearings by location

90%

3% 4%
0%

3%

October 2023 – September 2024

HQ San Jose Detroit Dallas Denver
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Public viewing of hearings

• Public may attend hearings in-person and virtually, 
depending on the type of hearing 

• Submit request to PTABHearings@uspto.gov at least 3 
days before the hearing

• Request required so that PTAB can provide links for 
access 
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mailto:PTABHearings@uspto.gov


PTAB hearings schedule
www.uspto.gov/patents/ptab/hearings
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http://www.uspto.gov/patents/ptab/hearings


In-person vs remote AIA hearings

33%

67%

October 2023 – September 2024

In-Person Remote
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Public video access to hearings
October 2023 – September 2024

• Public access provided for 155 
hearings
– 120 AIA trials
– 35 ex parte appeals

• Less than 5% of requests are denied

77%

23%

Public Access

AIA Appeal
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Questions?



Educational programs



Boardside Chat webinars
www.uspto.gov/patents/ptab/events/boardside-chats

• Designed for experienced practitioners
• Series addresses best practices before the Board 

and answers attendees questions
• Free bi-monthly programming open to all

– www.uspto.gov/patents/ptab/events/boardside-chats
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http://www.uspto.gov/patents/ptab/events/boardside-chats
http://www.uspto.gov/patents/ptab/events/boardside-chats


How to find Boardside Chat webinars
www.uspto.gov/patents/ptab/events/boardside-chats
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http://www.uspto.gov/patents/ptab/events/boardside-chats


Inventor Hour webinars
www.uspto.gov/patents/ptab/events/inventor-hour

• Designed for independent inventors and those 
new to PTAB practice 

• Series covering PTAB proceeding basics 
• Free monthly programming

– www.uspto.gov/patents/ptab/events/inventor-hour
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http://www.uspto.gov/patents/ptab/events/inventor-hour
http://www.uspto.gov/patents/ptab/events/inventor-hour


How to find Inventor Hour webinars
www.uspto.gov/patents/ptab/events/inventor-hour
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http://www.uspto.gov/patents/ptab/events/inventor-hour


Past, AIA-related Inventor Hour episodes
Episode Topic

1 AIA trials in general
2 AIA proceedings overview
3 Pre-institution strategies for patent owner
4 Institution decision
6 Orientation to the Trial Practice Guide
10 Patent owner response
12 Discovery
13 Motions to Amend
15 AIA proceedings review
21 Types of challenges in an AIA petition
22 Common defenses
23 Types of motions
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PTAB and TTAB Stadium Tours
www.uspto.gov/patents/ptab/ptabttab-stadium-tour

• Hosted at law schools nationwide
• Educational sessions
• Live PTAB ex parte appeal and 

trial proceedings and TTAB 
opposition proceedings
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http://www.uspto.gov/patents/ptab/ptabttab-stadium-tour


PTAB Education Clinic
www.uspto.gov/patents/ptab/education-clinic

• Provides education to members of the 
public who have questions about 
PTAB, ex parte appeals, or AIA trial 
proceedings
– No legal advice
– No discussion of specific cases

• Staffed by former PTAB judges
• No-cost and virtual
• Available monthly

– Must have an appointment
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http://www.uspto.gov/patents/ptab/education-clinic


How to request an Education Clinic appointment
www.uspto.gov/patents/ptab/education-clinic
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http://www.uspto.gov/patents/ptab/education-clinic


Questions?



PTAB webpage



USPTO webpage
www.uspto.gov
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http://www.uspto.gov/


PTAB webpage
www.uspto.gov/patents/ptab
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http://www.uspto.gov/patents/ptab


New to PTAB webpage
www.uspto.gov/NewtoPTAB
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http://www.uspto.gov/NewtoPTAB


New to PTAB webpage translations
www.uspto.gov/NewtoPTAB
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http://www.uspto.gov/NewtoPTAB


PTAB statistics webpage
www.uspto.gov/patents/ptab/statistics
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http://www.uspto.gov/patents/ptab/statistics


PTAB statistics
www.uspto.gov/patents/ptab/statistics

AIA proceedings statistics examples from August 2024:
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http://www.uspto.gov/patents/ptab/statistics


PTAB decisions webpage 
developer.uspto.gov/ptab-web/#/search/decisions

• Find any PTAB decision from an AIA trial proceeding, ex parte
appeal, and interference issued after July 1997
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https://developer.uspto.gov/ptab-web/#/search/decisions


PTAB subscription
www.uspto.gov/patents/ptab

• Sign up to receive email 
notifications for USPTO 
developments

• Free delivery to your email 
inbox
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http://www.uspto.gov/patents/ptab


Questions?



Post-event survey

Thank you for attending today’s Public Engagement 
Partnership meeting. Your input is important to us for 
planning future meetings in this series. Please complete a 
post-event survey by scanning this QR code or by entering 
the link below in the web browser.
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