Noteworthy Changes to the Nice Classification System, Effective January 1, 2014

This document highlights certain classification changes under the Nice Classification, Tenth Edition, version in force effective January 1, 2014 (NCL 10-2014), and the impact of those changes on USPTO identification and classification policy and examination practice. This is not an exhaustive list of changes to the Manual. For a complete list, please search the Manual on or after January 1, 2014, using the Search Term “20140101[ED].” 
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Effective January 1, 2014

	Pitons of metal
	Class 6
	Class 6
	Applicants are no longer required to specify that pitons of metal are “mountaineering equipment.” By definition, a piton is a pointed piece of metal used in rock climbing that is hammered into a crack in the rock in order to hold the rope which is attached to the climber.



	Aerators
	Class 7
	Class 7
	Applicants must specify that Class 7 aerators are machines. Previously, the identification “Aerators [machines]” appeared in the ID Manual, which allowed the term “Aerators” to appear in an identification of goods in Class 7 without any written specification that the aerators were machines. 


	Projector lamps
	Class 11
	Class 9 
	Applicants must classify projector lamps in Class 9. 

	Book holders 
	Class 16
	Class 20
	Applicants must classify “Book holders” in Class 20, based on discussions at the 23rd Session of the Nice Committee of Experts meeting that “Book holders” are analogous to the Nice Alphabetical List entry “Book rests [furniture]” in Class 20. 

	Electronic data storage


	Class 39
	Class 42
	Services involving “Electronic storage of data” are classified in Class 42. The ID Manual entries impacted by this change contain information in the Note field indicating that the entry was transferred from Class 39 to Class 42, pursuant to the addition of “Electronic data storage” in Class 42 to the Nice Alphabetical List, in compliance with the Nice Classification, Tenth edition, version 2014, effective 1-1-14. Services involving physical storage of goods remain in Class 39. (Search the ID Manual for “electronic data storage”[NT] to retrieve impacted entries.)

	Updating and maintenance of data in computer databases
	Class 42
	Class 35
	Services involving “Updating and maintenance of data in computer databases” are classified in Class 35.  

	Search engine optimization
	Class 42 
	Class 35
	“Search engine optimization” services are classified in Class 35 because the primary function or purposes of these services is to promote, advertise or market the websites of others by improving a website’s visibility in search engine results. 

	Web site traffic optimization
	Class 42 
	Class 35
	 “Web site traffic optimization” services are classified in Class 35 because the primary function or purposes of these services is to promote, advertise or market the websites of others by improving a website’s visibility in search engine results.

	Providing on-line videos, not downloadable
	Class 000

	Class 41
	Services involving “providing on-line videos, not downloadable” are classified in Class 41, regardless of the subject matter of the videos. However, USPTO policy requires specification of the subject matter of the videos. These services are considered entertainment-related services, comparable to the rental of video tapes.
(Search the ID Manual for “providing on-line videos”[NT] to retrieve impacted entries.) 

	Embalming services
	Class 40
	Class 45
	“Embalming services” are classified in Class 45 because these are personal services and because “Funeral services” and “Undertaking” services are classified in Class 45 in the Nice Alphabetical List.


� Other impacted ID Manual entries include those in specific service classes based upon subject matter indicated.





