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506

506 Determination of Completeness
of Original Application

If the application papers are too informal to
warrant tﬁeir being forwarded to the proper
examining division, they are not given a serial
number, but the case is held in the Application
Branch as an éncomplete application and the
attorney or agent, if any, otherwise the appli-
cant, is informed of the shortcomings of the
papers.

Such fatal informality may consist of the
omission of any one of the component parts of
an application except the petition (see Chapter
600) ; or it may consist of failure of notary to
sign the jurat, failure to present any claim,
insufficient fee, ete.

506.01 Return of Incomplete Appli-
cation

If a request is made, the parts of the incom-
plete application are returned to the applicant;
otherwise, the papers are retained in the Appli-
cation Branch for at least six months, and then
sent to the abandoned files. They may be used
by applicant as part of a complete application
if the missing parts are later supplied. See
Rule 53.

Whatever fee has been paid is returned to the
applicant at the end of twelve months, if no
steps have meanwhile been taken looking to
completion of the application.

507 Drafting Branch

The drawing is sent to the Drafting Branch

. to be inspected for formal compliance with the
rules. If the drawing is satisfactory, or if it
contains defects which are not so serious as
to warrant holding the application to be incom-
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plete, the Draftsman enters the appropriate
notation (608.02 (a) and 608.02 (bl)a).

If the drawings are so informal that they
may not serve for examination purposes or for
the purpose of receiving a filing date, the
Draftsman writes in lead pencil on the margin
of the drawing “Inf.” (Informal}. The draw-
ings are then returned to the Application
Branch, which writes the applicant that the
application is incomplete a.ndp will not be given
a £1te and serial number until a proper draw-
ing is filed.

508 Distribution

The Application Branch has permanent
prints made of the drawings of all complete
applications and secures the prints in the file
wrappers. The drawings and files are then
assembled and forwarded to the proper exam-
ining divisions. ‘

In the exceptional case where an application
without a drawing is given a filing date and the
Examiner subsequently requires a drawing, or
where for any other reason a new sheet or draw-
ing is added by amendment, a print of such
drawing is made and forwarded to the division
to be placed in the fils as an official paper.

As to the procedure to be followed when a
model is ﬁIe(}}, see 608.03 and 608.03 (a).

508.01 Papers Sent to Wrong Division

Drawings, amendments and other papers that
are delivered to divisions to which they do not
belong must be promptly forwarded to the as-
signed division. " The Application Branch may
be called to determine the correct assignment.

Communications addressed in the name of
the Executive Officer which, by error or for in-
formation only, may be delivered to an exam-
ining division, should be promptly returned to
the Correspondence and Mail Branch.





