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301 Assignability of Paients and Applications

ISUS.C. 261, Ownership; assignment.

Subject to the provisions of this title, patents shall have the
attributes of personal property.

Applications for patent, patents, or any interest therein, shall be
assignable in law by an instrument in writing. The applicant, patentee,
or his assigns or legal representatives may in like manner grant and
convey an exclusive right under his application for patent, or patents,
to the whole or any specified part of the United States.

A certificate of acknowledgment under the hand and official scat
of a person authorized to administer oaths within the United States, or,
in a foreign country, of a diplomatic or consular officer of the United
States or an officer authorized to administer oaths whose authority is
proved by a certificate of adiplomatic or consular officer of the United
States, or apostille of ai official designated by a foreign country which,
by treaty or convention, accords like effect to apostilles of designated
officials in the United States, shall be prima facie evidence of the
exccution of an assignment, grant or conveyanee of a patent or
application for patent.

An assigmment, grant, or conveyance shall be void as against any
subsequent purchaserormortgagee for valuable consideratior,, without
notice, unless it is recorded in the Patent and Trademark Office within
three months from its date or prior to the date of such subsequent
purchase or morigage.
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IS US.C.262. Juint aowners.

In the absence of any agreement to the contrary, cach of the joint
owners of a patent may make, use or scll the patented invention without
the consent of and without accounting to the other owners.

37 CFR 1.331. Recording of assigmments.

(a) Assignments, including grants and conveyances, of patents, na-
tional applications, or international applications which designate the
United States of America, will be recorded in the Patent and Trademark
Office under 35 U.S.C. 261. Other instruments affecting title to a
patent, a national application, or an intermational zpplication which
designates the United States of America, and licenses, even though the
recording thereof inay not serve as constructive notice under 35 U.S.C.
261, will be recorded as provided in this scction or in the discretion of
the Comunissioner. Any instrument to be recorded, except those under
Part 7 ol this title, must be accompanied by the fee set forthin § 1.21(h).

(b) No instrument will be recorded which is not in the English
language and which does not amount to an assignment, grant, mort-
gage, lien, incumbrance, or license, or which does not affect the title of
the patent or invention to which it relates, and which does not identify
the patent or application to which it relates, except as ordered by the
Commissioner.

(c) An instrument relating to a patent should identify the patent by
number and date (the name of the inventor and title of the invention as
stated in the patent should alse be given); an instrament relating to a
national application, or an internationa} application which designates
the United States of America should identify the application: by serial
number or international application number and date of filing (the
name of the imventor and title of the invention as stated in the
application should also be given) but if an sssignment is executed
concurrently with or subsequent to the execution of the application but
before the application is filed or before its serial number or imema-
tional application number and filing date are ascertained, it should
adequately identify the application, as by its date of execution and name
of the inventor and title of the invention; so that there can be no mistake
as to the patent or application intended.

37 CFR 1.333. Conditional assigrments.

Assignments which are made conditional on the performance of
certain acts or events, as the payment of money or other condition
subsequent, if recorded in the Office are regarded as absolute assign-
ments for Office purposes until cancelled with the written consent of
both partics or by the decree of a competent court. The Office has no
means for determining whether such conditions have been (ulfilled.

301.01 Accessibility of Assignment Records
[R-11}

I7CFR 1.12. Assignment records open to public inspection.

(a) The assignment records, relating to original or reissue patents,
mcluding digests and indexes, and assignment records relating to
pending or abandoned trademark applications and to trademark regis -
trations, are open to public inspection and copics of an, .astrument
recorded may be obtained uponrequest and payment of the fee set forth
in § 119G (>3<H),

(b) Assignment records, digests, and indexes, relating to any
pending or abandoned patent application are not available to the public,
Copies of any such assignment records and information with respect
thereto shall be obtainable only upon written authority of the applicant
or applicant’s assignee or altorney or agent or upon a showing that the
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person seeking such information is @ bona fide prospective or actual
purchaser, mortgagee, or licensee of such application, unless it shall be
necessary to the proper conduct of business before the Office or as
provided by these rules,

(¢) Any i quest by & member of the public secking copies of any
assignment records of any pending or abandoned patent application
preserved in secrecy under § 1.14, or any information with respect
thereto, must

(1) Be in the form of a petition accompanied by the petition fee
set forth in § 1.170)>(1)< or

(2) Include written authority granting access to thememberof the
public to the particular assignment records from the applicani or
applicant’s assignee for attorney or agent of record.

(d) An order for a copy of an assignment should give the identifi-
cation of the record, If identified only by the name of the patentee and
number of the patent, or in the case of a trademark registration by the
nameof the registrant and number of the registration, or by name of the
applicant and serial number or international application number of the
application, an extra charge as setforthin § 1.2 1(f) will be made for the
time consumed in making a search for such nssignment,

Assignments relating to applications for registration of
wademarks are open to public inspection,

The Office will not open certain parts only of an assignment
document to public inspection. If such a document contains two
ormore items, any onc of which, if alone, would be open to such
inspection, then the entire document will be open. Thus, if an
assignment covers cither a trademark or a patent in addition o
onc or more patent applications, it will be available o the public
abinitio; and if it covers a number of patent applications, it will
be so available as soon as any onc of them is patented. Assign-
ments relating only to one or more pending applications for
patent will not be open to public inspection.

If the application on which a patent was granted is a division
or continuation of an carlicr case, the assignment records of that
case will be open to public inspection; similar situations involv-
ing continuation-in-partapplications will be considered on their
individual merits,

Assignment records relating to reissuc applications are open
10 public inspection.

302 **Recording >of Assignments< [R-11]

37 CFR 1.332. Receipt and recording.

Assignments are recorded in regular order as promptly as possible,
and then transmitied with the date and identification of the record
stamped thereon to the persons entitled to them. The date of record is
the date of the receipt of the assignment at the Office in proper form and
accompanied by the fee set forth in § 1.21(h),

>302.01 Assignment Document Must be Original
or Certified for Recording [R-11]<

The Patent and Trademark Office will accept and record
>only an original, or a legible certified copy of an original
assignment or ofher instrument<.**

Rev. 11, Apr. 1989

-2

MANUAL OF PATENT EXAMINING PROCEDURE

Certification shall be to the fact that the instrument submit-
ted is a e copy of the onginal and shall be made by a notary
public or, if in a foreign country, by a consular officer of the
United States or an officer authorized to administer omiths and
authenticated by a consular officer of the United States. Certi-
fication may also be made in the form of a declaration (37 CFR
1.68).

>302.02 Translation of Assignment [R-11]

The assignment, if not in the English language, will not be
recorded unless accompanied by a translation signed by the
translator.<

>302.03 Identifying Patent or Application [R-11]

The patent or patent application involved in the assignment
should be identificd by patent number or application number, If
the assignment is exccuted concurrently with or subscquent io
the exccution of the application but before the application
number is ascertained, the application should be identificd by
the date of execution, and the namce(s) of the inventors, and the
title of the invention.

For accuracy of identification, the issuc date of the patent or
the filing date of the application should be included, as well as
the patent number or application number.<

>302.04 Forcign Assignee May Designate
Domestic Representative [R-11)

35 US.C. 293 Nonresident patentee; service and notice.

Every patentee not residing in the United States may file in the
Patent and Trademark Office a written designation stating the name
and address of a person residing within the United States on whommay
beserved process or notice of proceedings afTecting the patent or rights
thereunder. If the person designated cannot be found at the address
given in the last designation, or if no person has been designated, the
United States District Court for the Distriet of Columbia shall have
jurisdiction and sumimons shall be served by publication or otherwise
as the court direets. The court shall have the same jurisdiction to take
any action respecting the patent or rights thereunder that it would have
if the patentee were personally within the jurisciction of the court,

An assignee not domiciled in the United States may by
written document signed by such assignee designate a domestic
representative.

The designation of domestic represcntative should always
be apaper separate from the assignment document, in order that
the paper of designation can be retained in the appropriate ap-
plication or patent file. Also, there should be a separate paper of
designation of representative for cach patent or application to
which an assignment pertains, so that a designation paper can be
placed in cach file which is identificd in the assigrment docu-
ment. The designation of a domestic representative should be
dirccted to the Office of the Solicitor for processing.<
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>302.05 Address of Assignee [R-11]

The address of the assignee or assignee’s representtive
should either be recited in the assignment document or given in
i sepurale paper.

Failure to furnish an address will interfere in the sending of
mail to the assignee concerning the assignment.<

>302.06 Fee for Recording [R-11]

An assignment must identify within itsclf the property
which is being assigned, that is, identify by number the patent
or an application. Sce MPEP § 302.03. The recording fee sct
forthin 37 CFR 1.21(h) is charged for cachitem identificd in the
assignment.<

303 Endorsing Assignments on Pending
Applications [R-11]

Certificd copics of patent applications as filed, do not
include an indication of assignments. Applicants desiring an
indication of assignments of record should request separately

«

certificd copics of assignment documents and submit the oes
required by 37 CFR 1.19(b)(1) and (2).

When the determination of the assignment condition of an
application is significant, as in the factual situations represented
by >MPEP< §§ 304 and 305, or when forwarding a form PTO-
850 to the Board of Patent >Appcals and< Interferences, it is
necessary (o submit the application to the Assignment >Search
Branch<* for a title report, **

305 Different Inventors, Common Ownership
[R-11]

Where there is a common assignee of two or more applica-
tions by diflcrent inventors involving conflicting subject matter
scc § 804.03, **

305.02 Claimed Subject Matter the Same or
Not Patentably Different [R-11}

Where the applications by different inventors but of com-
mon ownership claim the same subject matter or subject matier
that is not patentably diiferent, questions of interference there-
between and with third partics are handled as indicaied in
>MPEP< §§ 804.03 and *>2302<,

306 Assignment of Division, Continuation,
Substitute and Continuation-in-Part in
Relation to Parent Case [R-11]

>Inthe casc of adivision orcontinuation, & prior assignment
of the original application is applicd to the division or continu-
ation application because the assignment of the original appli-
cation gives the assignee rights to the subjectmatter common Lo
both applications. <
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In the case of 3 >substiiute o< continuation-in-part, 2 prior
assignment of the originad application is not applicd o the
»substitute or< continuation-in-pant application because the
assignment of the original application gives the assignee only
the subject matter common to both applications. >Substitutcor<
continuation-in-part applications require scparate assignments
if they are to be issued o an assignee.

The front page of the printed patent includes all identifying
parent daw of continuation-in-part, continuation, divisional,
and reissue applications. [t should be noted, however, that
inclusion of this information docs not necessarily indicate that
the claims arc entitled to the benefit of the carlier filing date.

The Assignment Division has discontinued maiting notifi-
cation in cases where there is a conflict in assignment between
an original application and its divisional, continuation, substi-
tute, or continuation-in-part application, **

307 lssue to Assignee [R-11)

IS USLC 152, Issue of patent to assignee.

Patents may he granted 1o the assignee of the inventor of record in
the Patent and Trademark Office, upon the application made and the
sprecification sworn to by the invenlor, except as otherwise provided in
this title.

37 CFR 1 334, Issue of patent to assignee,

(a) In case of an assignment of the entire interest in the invention
and application, or of the entire interest in the patent to be granted, the
patent witl normally issue to the assignee. If the assignee should hold
an undivided part interest, the patent will normally issue jointly o the
inventor and the assignee. I itis desired that the patent so issue, the
assignment in cither case must firsthave beenrecorded, and at a day not
later than the date payment is made of the issue fee.

(b) At the time of payment of the issue fee, a statement must be
furnished indicating whether or not an assignment has been fited with
the Patent and Trademark Office. Inthe event an assignment has been
filed, such statement must include the name and address of the assignee
and indicate whether or not an acknowledgment of a recorded assign-
ment has been received from the Patent and Trademark Office.

(¢) I the assignment is recorded after the date of payment of the
issue fee, the assignee may petition that the patent issue o the assignee
asrecorded. Any such petitionmust be accompanied by the fee set forth
in§ L170)> ()<,

>Normally.< for the patent 10* issue 1o an assignee, the as-
sighmeni must be recorded in the Patent and Trademark Office
atadate not later than the day on which the issuc fec is paid. >If
the assignment is submitied for recording afier the day on which
the issuce fec is paid, the patent may iSSuc 1o an assignee upon
granting a petition filed under 37 CFR 1.334(¢).<

Only the fivst appearing name of an assignee will be printed
on the paient where multiple names for the same party are iden-
tificd on the Issue Fee Transmittal form, PTOL-8S5b. Such mul-
tiple names may occur when both a legal name and an “also
knowa as™ or “doing business as” name is also included. This
printing practice will not, however, affect the existing practice
of recording assignments with the Office in the Assignment
Division, The assignee catry on form PTOL-85b should stili be
completed to indicate the assignment data as recorded in the
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Office. For example, the assignment filed in the Office and
therctore the PTOL-85b assignee entry might read “Smith
Company doing business as (d.ba) Jones Company.” The
assignee entey on the printed patent will rewd “Smith Com-
pany.”

Irrespective of whether the assignee participates in the
prosccution of the application, the patent issucs to the assignee
if soindicated on the Issuc Fee >Transmittal form PTOL.-85b<,

308 Notice of Allowance Where Application Is
Assigned [R-11]

The Issue Fee Transmittal Form portion (PTOL-85b) of the
Notice of Allowance provides a space (item >5<*) for assign-
ment dita which should be completed in order to comply with
37 CFR 1.334. Unless an assignee's name and address are
identificd in item >5<* of the Issue Fee Transmiital Form
PTOL-85b, the patent will issue to the applicant. Assignment
dataprinted on the patent will be based solely on the information
so supplicd.

A request for correction of error arising from incomplete or
crroncous information furnished in item >5<* of PTOL-85b
will not be granted as a matter of course and will be subject to
adherence to all the requirements of 37 CFR 1.323.

309 Restrictions Upon Employees of Patent
and Trademark Office

I35 US.C. 4. Restrictions on officers and employees as to interesis in
patenss.

Officers and employces of the Patent and Trademark Office shatl
be incapable, during the period of their appointments and for one year
thercafter, of applying for & patent and of ncquiring, directly or
indirectly, except by inheritance or beguest, any patent or any right or
interest in any patent, issued or 10 be issued by the Office. In patents
applied for thereafter they shall not be entitled to any priority date
carlier than one year after the termination of their appointment.

310 License Rights to Contractor-Owned
Inventions Made Under Federally-
Sponsored Research and Development

Where a Government contractor retains U.S. domestic pat-
cut rights, the contractor is required to include the following
statement at the beginning of the application and any patents
issued thereon:

“The U.S. Government has a paid-up license in this in-
vention and the right in limited circumstances to require the
patent owner to license others on reasonable terms as pro-
vided for by the terms of contract No. (or Grant No,)
awarded by (Ageney).”

If reference is made in the first sentence of the application to
prior copending applications of the applicant, such prior apri-
cations must be referved to in the first sentence of the specifica-
tion (37CER 1.78() and >MPEP< § 2011 D) >and< in thiscase
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the required “License Rights” statement should follow immedi-
ately as the second paragaph of the specification,

I there is no reference o an carlier application, the required
"License Rights” statement should appear as the lisst paragraph
of the specification,

311 Filing of Notice of Arbitration Awards

IS USC, 294. Voluniary arbitration.

(&) A contruct involving a patent or any vight under a patent may
conlain & provision requiring arbitration of any dispute relating to
patent validity or infringement arising under the contract. In the
absence of such a provision, the parties 1o an existing patent validity or
infringement dispute may agree in writing to settle such dispute by
arbitration, Any such provision or agreement shall be valid, irrevo-
cuble, und enforceable, except for any grounds that exist at law or in
equity for revocation of & conltract.

(b) Arbitration of such disputes, awards by arbitrators and confir-
mation of awagds <hatl be governed by title 9, United Suates Code, to
the extent such .. is not inconsistent with this section. In any such
arbitration proceeding, the defenses provided {or under section 282 of
this title shall be considered by the arbitrator if raised by any party to
the proceeding,.

(¢) An award by an arbitrator shall be linal and binding between the
parties to the arbitration but shall have no force or effect on any other
person, The parties to an arbitration may agree that in the event apatent
which is the subject matter of an award is subsequently determined te
be invatid or wnenforceable in a judgment rendered by a court to
competent jurisdiction from which no appeal can or has been taken,
such award may be maodified by any court of competent jurisdiction
upon application by any party to the arbitration. Any such modification
shall govem the rights and obligations between such parties from the
date of such modification,

(@) When an award is made by an arbitrator, the patentee, his
assignee or licensee shatl give notice thereol in writing to the Commis-
sioner. There shall be a separate notice prepared for cach patent
involved in such proceeding. Such notice shall set forth the names and
addresses of the parties, the name of the inventor, and the name of the
patent owner, shall designate the number of the patent, and shall
contain acopy of the award. IFan award is modified by a court, theparty
requesting such modification shall give notice of such modification to
the Commissioner. The Commissioner shall, upon veceipt of either
notice, enter the same in the record of the prosecution of such pacent.
I the required notice is not filed with the Commissioner, any party to
the proceeding may provide such notice to the Commissionet,

(¢) The award shatl be unenforceable until the notice required by
subsection (d) is received by the Commissioner,

37 CRR 1,335 Filing of notice of arbitration awards.

(n) Written notice of any award by an arbitrator pursuant o 35
U.S.C. 294 must be Gled in the Patent and Trademark Office by the
patentee, or the patentee’s assignee or licensee. If the award involves
more than one patent & separate notice must be filed for placenwent in
the file of each patent, The notice must set forth the patent number, the
names of the inventor and patent owner, and the names and addresses
of the parties to the arbitration. The notice st atso include a copy of
the award.

(b) I an award by an arbitrator pursnant 1o 35 US.C, 394 is
madificd by a court, the pasty reguesting the modification must file in
the Patent and Trademark Office, a notice of the modification for
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placement in the file of each patent to which the modification applies,
The notice must set forth the patent number, the names of the inventor
and patent owner, and the names and addresses of the pasties to the
arbitration. The notice must also include a copy of the count’s order
madifying the award,

(¢) Any award by an arbitrator pursuant 1o 35 U.S.C. 294 shall be
unenforceable until any notices required by paragraph (a) or (b) of this
section are filed in the Patent and Trademark Office, I any required
notice is not {iled by the party designated in paragraph (a) or (b) of this
section, any party to the arbitration proceeding may file such a notice.

The written notices required by this section should be
dirccted to the attention of the Office of the Solicitor, which
Office will be responsible for processing of such notices.

>313 Recording of Documents Other Than
Assignments [R-11]

Inaddition to assignments, other instruments affecting title
toa patentor application may be recorded in the Assignment Di-
visionof the Patent and Trademark Office at the discretion of the
Commissioner, (37 CFR 1.331).

Thus, some instruments which relate to patents or applica-
tions may be recorded, although they do not constitute a transfer
or change of title, Typical of these instruments which arc
accepted for recording arc license agreements and agreements
which convey asecurity interest. Such instruments are recorded

in the public interest in order to give third parties notification of
cquitable interests or other matters relevant to the ownership of

a patent or application,

Forceclosures which comply with all of the following four
criteria will be decmed to be a recordable instrument in accor-
dance with 37 CFR 1.331 and will be recorded.

(1) Submission of the forcclosure document with original
cndorsement by the secured party, or a verificd copy thereof,

(2) Identification of the patent by patent number or the ap-
plication number, or other acceptable identificr(s) as specificd
in 37 CFR 1.331(c), in the body of the foreclosure document
itsell or any addenda incorporated by reference;

(3) Relerence to the sceurity agreement recorded under 37
CFR 1.331; and

(4) Submission of a verificd statcment by arepresentative of
the secured party stating that the patent or the patent application
has been legally foreclosed on based upon the applicable state
laws,

Documents which amount merely to ex parte asscrtions or
claims, for cxample, affidavits of intention to assign or sclf-
serving liens, as distinguished from agreements between par-
tics, normally will be returned by the Assignment Division
unrccorded.

Any document returned unrecorded, which the sender nev-
crtheless believes represents an unusual case which justifics
recordation, may be submitted to the Commissioner by way of
a petition under 37 CFR 1LIST requesting recordaiion of the
document.

The recordation of a document is not a determinatiorn of the
elfect of the document on the chain of title, The determination
of what, if any, cffect a document has on title will be made by
the Office at such times as ownership must be established to
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permit action o be taken by the Office in connection with a
patent or an application.<

>314 Certificates of Change of Name or of
Merger [R-11)

Certificates issucd by approprinte authoritics showing a
change of name of 4 business or a merger of businesses are
recordable. Although amere change of namce docs nofconstitute
a change in legal entity, it is properly a link in the chain of title.
Documenis of merger arc also proper links in the chain of title.
They may represent a change of entity as well as a change of
name.<

>315 Indexing Against a Recorded Certificate
[R-11]

.
A certificate of change of name or merger docs not have to
include in it the patent number(s) or application number(s) to
which it pertains, but the patent number(s) or application
number(s) must be fumished.
Other patent numbers or application numbers may be sub-
mitted later to be indexed against the recorded certificate of

“ change of name or of merger, which will be done for a {ec for

cach additional number. (The procedure of indexing docs not
apply to assighments.)<

>316 Character of Document for Recording
[R-11]

To be recorded, other documents must conform to the re-
quircments sct out for assignments in MPEP §§ 302 - 302.06.<

>317 Handling of Documents of Title in the
Assignment Division [R-11]

All documents submitted for recording arc examined for
formin the Assignment Division in order to separate documents
which ar¢ recordable from those which are not recordable.

Documents which arc considered not to be recordable are
returned to the sender by the Assignment Division with an
explanation, If the sender nevertheless believes that the docu-
ment represents an unusual case which justifics recordation, the
sender may present the question to the Commissioner by way of
petition under 37 CFR 1,181,

in addition to assignments, other documents which convey
oraffect title to a patent application or patent may be recorded.
MPEP § 313. Whether adocument conveys or alfects title is not
determined by the heading or title of the document alone, It is
desirable that documents have titles on them, but if there is any
discrepancy between the title and the contents of the document,
the contents are controlling, In identifying and digesting a docu-
men in assignment records, the Assignment Division will, if
there is any doubt, use the tanguage which appears in the body
of the document rather than the title.<
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>318 Documents Not to be Placed in Files [R-11]

Title documents must not be placed direetly inapplication or
patent (iles. 1tis highly desirable that the Assignment Division
records be as complete and accurate as possible in order 0
provide a central location where chain of title to all applications
and patents may be scarched.<

>319 Examining Group May Request Report
on Title [R-11]

If the Examining Group requires atitte report, the group may
forward the file to the Assignment Scarch Branch with a request
that the Assignment Scarch Branch furnish a title report based
upon the records of the Assignment Division. The Assignment
Scarch Branch will fumish a report as to the owner of record
relating 1o the particular file.<

>320 “Title Reports” [R-11]

The “title report” is a form which can be used under certain
circumstances by the Assignment Scarch Branch to report 10
someone within the Office the name of the owner of an applica-
tion or patent as shown by the Assignment Division records on
the date the title report is made. Title reports are for internal
Office use only, and arc not available for order by applicants or
attorneys except as provided by 37 CFR 1,171,

Note: The public can request acertificd abstract of title., The
fee for this service is set forth at 37 CFR 1.19(b)(6).

Itis not normally nccessary for title 10 be ascertained by an
cxaminer by means of the “title report” form, since such infor-
mation is not required to cxamine the application, However, a
“titlereport” is required if the assignee intervenes in accordance
with 37 CFR 1.32, a disclaimer under 37 CFR 1.321 is filed, or
an applicant orders a title report in accordance with 37 CFR
1171,

For applicants, the normal method of establishing title is to
file in the Assignment Division of the Office all documents
which convey title. After that is done, a person may verify or
declare that he or she is the owner on the basis of the records of
the Office. If the attorncy or agent rather than the owner makes
astaiement as to ownership, the attorney or agent should cite the
liber and page, or reel and frame, of the recordation of the title
instrument in the Assignment Division.<

>321 Disposition of Documents Submitted for
Recording [R-11]

After any document has been recorded, it will be returned 1o
the sender.

I a docnment is considered not (o be recordable, it will be
returned (0 the sender withont being recorded with a statement
of the reason why the document is returned unrecorded, Sce
MPLEP § 313 as to petition to record such a document.<
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»322 Recordation Date [R-11]

The date of recording is the date of receipt of the document
at the Patent and Trademark Office in proper form and with the
full fee for recording, 37 CFR 1.332.<

>323 Procedures for Correcting Errors in
Recorded Document [R-11]

An crror in a recorded document will be corrected by
Assignment Division only when the following criteria is met:

A new document signed by the same party or partics is
submitted for recording. The new documient must;

(a) acknowledge and correct the crror in the original docu-
ment,

(b) confirm title in the proper assignee, and

(¢) identify the incorrectly recorded document by reel and
framc number,

A new recording fee is required (sce MPEP § 302.06);

If the correction pertains to the name of a corporation or
individual, a verificd statement setting forth how the crror
occurred is required.

If a patent or application is incorrectly included in a merger
or change of name, scc MPEP § 314, it can be expunged by the
assignor by lining out the incorrect patent or application number
on the original recorded document and having the assignor
initial and date the deletion. This document would then be
recorded as a correction document and given a new reel and
frame number and recording date. 1f the patent or application
number is included in a list of propertics which have been
incorporated into the merger or change of name document and
this appears on the official microfilm records of the Patent and
Trademark Office, the assignor must then submit a verificd
statement attesting to the error, stating the reel and frame
number where the error appeared and requesting that the incor-
rect number be deleted.<






